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DAY 1   

 
Arrive into Dublin – transfer directly to Dunboyne Castle 

11.00am Today enjoy a half day touring with your local guide and private Coach, first visit Slane Distillery 

followed by the Boyne Valley  

11.45am First you will visit Slane Distillery which is housed within the 250-year-old stables of the iconic Slane 

Castle estate. The new distillery pays homage to the resilient nature of the heritage and the surrounding land the 

Conyngham family call home. Allow the story tellers to immerse you into the wonderful world of Whiskey. The 

Fabrics of the Conyngham family tapestry are carefully woven through an interactive and immersive tour of the 

state of the art working distillery. Finish the tour in the best way possible, with a taste of the signature triple 

casked blend, Slane Irish Whiskey. 
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1.00pm Lunch at Slane Castle 

 

1.30pm Visit the Boyne Valley 

 

Following Lunch visit The Boyne Valley, located in the northeast of Ireland and encompassing counties Louth and 

Meath, holds a UNESCO World Heritage Site status and is the largest and one of the most important prehistoric 

megalithic sites in Europe. 

 

The Prehistoric inhabitants of the area built huge burial tombs on the banks of the river Boyne and on hilltop sites 

such as Loughcrew. Today, the Neolithic passage tombs of Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth which are older than 

the Great Pyramids of Giza in Egypt also pre-date Stonehenge by 1000 years and continue to attract huge numbers 

of visitors from all around the world. The area is believed to contain around 40 passage tombs in total. 

 

Today, the mixture of history, heritage, myth and magic combined with an abundance of activities and attractions 

in the area make The Boyne Valley one of Ireland's most visited and leading tourist destinations. 

 

Newgrange was built as a place of astrological, spiritual, religious and ceremonial importance. It is best known for 

the illumination of its passage and chamber by the winter solstice sun on the shortest days of the year, around 

December 21. Together Knowth, Dowth, and Newgrange form part of the Bru na Boinne visitor experience and 

access is on a limited availability basis. Together Knowth, Dowth, and Newgrange form part of the Bru na Boinne 

visitor experience and access is on a limited availability basis. 
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Dunboyne Castle Hotel & Spa (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 

 

Dunboyne Castle Hotel & Spa, set in 21 acres of manicured lawns & woodland walks, opened in 2006. This 

independently-owned has 145 contemporary & spacious guest rooms including a selection of four luxuriously 

appointed suites. It also boasts a traditional bar for private hire, a large complimentary spa and terrace area 

suitable for outdoor drinks and dining. Conveniently located on Dublin’s doorstep, Dunboyne Castle Hotel & Spa is 

18kms from Dublin City Centre & 21kms from Dublin International Airport. The hotel is walking distance to the 

historic, picturesque village of Dunboyne, Co. Meath which has independent shops, restaurants & traditional Irish 

pubs.  

 

6.30pm Meet for Welcome Dinner at the Hotel 
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DAY 2  

 
9.00am Today Depart Dunboyne Castle for Northern Ireland, Immerse yourself into an Irish way of life. 

The Ards Peninsula is sprinkled with quirky villages, pockets of history, Abbeys and Castles and 

welcoming locals all with a story to share. 

 

11.00am The Saint Patricks Centre  

 

Visit the only permanent exhibition in the World about Saint Patrick for a personal welcome and incredible flight 

over Ireland in his footsteps before travelling with your guide to Saul - the first Church in Ireland - where Patrick 

died on March 17th. As well as picture perfect, this is a famous ‘thin place’ where heaven and earth are said to be 

close together and the perfect location to hear Patrick’s story. Then visit the Medieval Cathedral of Down, built in 

1182 for a guided tour and complete your Saint Patrick morning by visiting the National Grave of the Ireland’s 

Patron Saint.   
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Take the car ferry from Strangford to Portaferry 

12.45pm Lunch at Portaferry Hotel  

 

Kearney Fishing Village 

 

A showpiece village carefully restored by the National Trust to give the authenticity of a traditional fishing village. 

The village lies three miles to the east of Portaferry, with views across to Scotland, the Isle of Man and the 

Mountains of Mourne. The Trust owns a number of cottages at Kearney and these have been restored in the 

vernacular style giving authenticity to this place of character. 

 

 

 

 

The Ards Peninsula 

 

The low-lying Ards Peninsula (An Aird) is the finger of land that encloses Strangford Lough, pinching against the 

thumb of the Lecale Peninsula at the Portaferry Narrows. The northern half of the peninsula has some of Ireland's 

most fertile farmland, with large expanses of wheat and barley, while the south is a landscape of neat fields, white 

cottages and narrow, winding roads. The eastern coast has some good sandy beaches.  

 

2.15PM Mount Stewart Garden 
 
Voted as one of the top ten gardens in the world, Mount Stewart reflects a rich tapestry of design and planting 

artistry bearing the hallmark of its creator. Edith, Lady Londonderry’s passion for bold planting schemes coupled 

with the mild climate of Strangford Lough allows rare and tender plants from across the globe to thrive in this 

celebrated garden.  
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Each of the formal gardens exudes a distinct character and appeal and further afield visitors can enjoy the beautifully 

landscaped and informal grounds surrounding the picturesque lake walk. Visitors can stroll through the gardens in 

their own time or avail of one of the guided garden tours to the formal gardens and beyond. 

Visitors can enjoy and explore the house at their leisure through free flow tours. Throughout their journey the story 

of Edith, Lady Londonderry and the Londonderry family will be interpreted and visitors can view a unique exhibition 

revealing the story of the Restoration Project and its legacy.  

 

 

4.00pm Arrive into Belfast City, The City offers the buzz and vibrancy of a capital city whilst being a gateway to the 

rural retreat of Northern Ireland. At the head of Belfast Lough, the city is compact and easy to get around. Belfast 

is teeming with a multitude of stylish bars, gourmet restaurants, trendy clubs and some great shopping. Visitors 

can enjoy traditional Irish music in a local pub or dance the night away to the latest vibes - the choice is yours! 

Also, the city's many parks, gardens and galleries offer a perfect haven to relax.  Visit Belfast Titanic shipyard 

where the doomed ship was built, City Hall, Queen's University, Albert Memorial Clock, Crown Liquor Saloon, 

Belfast Castle and Stormont.  
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The Europa Hotel (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 
 
In the heart of Belfast’s city centre, this 4-star hotel is next to Great Victoria Street Railway Station. Guests can 
enjoy luxurious rooms and dining in the contemporary bistro. Complimentary Wi-Fi is available in all public areas. 
Spacious and elegant, The Europa Hotel rooms offer modern bathrooms decorated with glass and chrome. Guests 
can enjoy luxury bedding with designer fabrics from Ralph Lauren, and a flat-screen TV. The Europa Hotel is 
situated on Belfast's Golden Mile, beside the Grand Opera House and facing the Crown Bar, the National Trust's 
only public house. Castle Court and Victoria Square shopping centres are a 15-minute walk, and Belfast Zoo is 15 
minutes’ drive away. With magnificent views over Great Victoria Street below, the Piano Bar offers an impressive 
range of cocktails.  

 
 

Free for Dinner this evening 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Crafted%20Ireland/TOURS/Culinary%20Tour/www.craftedireland.com


 

Crafted Ireland is a luxury leisure division of Custom Ireland 
www.craftedireland.com 

Registered Offices: G5 The Steelworks, Foley Street 1, Dublin 1, Ireland| Managing Director: Crothúr Murphy 
 

DAY 3  

 
 

Experience Belfast City & The Giant’s Causeway. The Giant’s Causeway is Northern Ireland’s most famous 

landmark and a World Heritage Site. It takes its name from the legends of Finn MacCool and is renowned 

for its scenic beauty.  

 

9.00am Belfast Black Taxi Tour….  

 

This world-famous tour will take you on an unforgettable cultural, political and educational experience. Travel 

along the well documented Shankill Road with one of our impartial local Guides who will explain the intriguingly 

vibrant wall murals and why a peace line has divided two communities for many years. Visit Belfast City Hall, 

Queen's University, Albert Memorial Clock, Crown Liquor Saloon, Belfast Castle and Stormont.  
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10.00am Visit Titanic Belfast. Titanic Belfast is the world's largest Titanic visitor experience. Located in the heart of 

Belfast, Northern Ireland, on the very slipways where she was built, Titanic Belfast extends over nine galleries, with 

multiple dimensions to the exhibition, drawing together special effects, dark rides, full-scale reconstructions and 

innovative interactive features to explore the Titanic story in a fresh and insightful way; from her conception in 

Belfast in the early 1900s, through her construction and launch, to her infamous maiden voyage and catastrophic 

demise. The journey goes beyond the aftermath of the sinking, to the discovery of the wreck and continues into 

the present day with a live undersea exploration centre. The attraction has recently been named World’s leading 

visitor attraction at the World Travel Awards.  

 

 
 

11.30am Depart Belfast and enjoy the spectacular views on The Causeway Coastal Route as you travel 

towards the Giants Causeway. 

 

Northern Ireland has over 200 kilometres of diverse coastline and beachfront in care of the National Trust, making 

it an ideal destination for a scenic coastal drive. The route from Belfast North to the Giant’s Causeway is not one to 

disappoint! A route of outstanding natural beauty, this was one of the chief coastlines filmed during the famous 

HBO series Game of Thrones, and should this be an interest, we can certainly focus the tour more on this element!  

 

 

1.30pm Lunch at the Nook (45 minutes) 

  

The Giant’s Causeway  (45 minutes) 

 

Marvel at the 40,000 basalt stone columns left by volcanic eruptions over 60 million years ago. The Giant’s 

Causeway is Northern Ireland’s most famous landmark and a World Heritage Site. It takes its name from the 

legends of Finn MacCool and is renowned for its scenic beauty. There is a state-of-the-art Visitor Centre which 

unlocks the mystery and stories of the landscape, and offers a unique glimpse into this amazing place. Explore the 
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upgraded walking trails and enjoy spectacular coastal scenery accompanied by an outdoor audio-guide available in 

a range of languages or join in an hourly guided tour. 

 

 

 

3.30pm Depart for Derry City  

Free for Dinner this evening 

 

Maldron Hotel Derry (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 

The 4-star Maldron Hotel Derry is located within Derry’s historic city walls, offering luxurious accommodation and 

easy access to the city’s theatres, restaurants and shops. All rooms have free Wi-Fi access, a work desk and seating. 

Some rooms have views of the River Foyle and the 400-year-old city walls. The Stir Restaurant serves a variety of 

seasonal and local dishes. A full Ulster or continental breakfast is available. The Lyric Bar boasts a varied menu with 

a relaxed atmosphere and complimentary live entertainment at weekends. The fitness suite is free for guests to 

use, and features a sauna. Foyleside Shopping Centre is a few minutes’ walk from hotel. 
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DAY 4  

 
8.45am Walk the walls of Londonderry / Derry and listen to the history of this ancient city going back to 546 

AD when St Colmcille founded his first abbey.  

Derry/Londonderry 

Derry is also known as Londonderry. The rich cultural and architectural heritage of this ancient city is reflected in its 

three names: Derry, from old Irish Doire, a reference to the oak grove where Saint Columba founded a monastery 

around 546 AD, Londonderry, the name granted during the seventeenth century Plantation of Ulster, and The Walled 

City, a modern nomenclature reflecting its status as one of the best preserved walled cities in Europe. Today you can 

stroll along the walls and explore some of the many intriguing sights; Saint Columb’s Anglican Cathedral, the beautiful 

Guildhall and the Craft Village.  Across the city is Saint Eugene’s Roman Catholic Cathedral, dating from 1873. Derry also 

has the Harbour, Tower and Workhouse Museums and has a host of many atmospheric pubs throughout the old town.  

 

10.10am Griannan of Aileach  

The Stone Fort of Grianán of Aileach is sits on a hilltop in Inishowen County Donegal. 250m above sea level, the stone 

fort was probably first built on an earthen rath.  The view from Aileach is breath-taking. The glistening waters of Lough 

Foyle and Lough Swilly are clear, as is the form of the entire peninsula. A windy and exposed place, Grianán has been a 

silent witness to the history of Ireland. The origins of the Grianán of Aileach fort are dated back to 1700 BC. It is linked 

to the Tuatha de Danann who invaded Ireland before the Celts and built stone forts on top of strategic hills. They 

worshipped Dagda (the Good God) and he too is associated with the origins of Aileach. It was he who ordered the 

building of a stone fort to act as a burial monument to his dead son. 
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12.00pm Fanad Head Lighthouse  

 

Fanad Head lies on the north coast of County Donegal between Lough Swilly and Mulroy Bay. Its claims to fame 

include one of the world’s most beautiful lighthouses and the famous Flight of the Earls, which took place here in 

1607. To reach the headland, travel along Knockalla Coast Road, a route with some seriously stunning panoramas. 

Along the way, you’ll take in views of the Inishowen Peninsula and Atlantic Ocean, and as the road ascends, you’ll 

look down upon Portsalon and Ballymastocker Bay. From this vantage point, it’s easy to see why the beach was 

once voted the second most beautiful in the world. Still, it has more to offer than good looks, as it’s also a haven 

for water sports enthusiasts, walkers and golfers. If a visit to the lighthouse is on your agenda, don’t forget to make 

some time for a leisurely stroll along the adjacent headland, where you’ll see awe-inspiring waves and the Wild 

Atlantic Way’s most rugged stretch of coastline. This is one place where you’ll certainly want to have your camera 

ready! 
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1.00pm Lunch on own 

 

2.50pm Glenveagh National Park 

The largest tract of land in the wildest part of Donegal, Glenveagh National Park incorporates moorland, mountains, 

lakes and woods within its 40,000 acres of wilderness. The park – the second largest in Ireland – was once owned by 

the American millionaire Henry P. McIlhenny and is now in the hands of the Irish government. Tours of the castle, as 

well as guided tours of the Italianate formal gardens are available. All walks are self-guided with maps available on 

site. You may be lucky enough to catch sight of soaring golden eagles which have been reintroduced into the area 

or chance upon a shy red deer. 

 

Glenveagh Castle  

 

Glenveagh Castle is a 19th century castellated mansion and was built between 1867 and 1873. Its construction in a 

remote mountain setting was inspired by the Victorian idyll of a romantic highland retreat.  

It was designed by John Townsend Trench, who appears to have imitated the style of earlier Irish Tower-houses 

adding an air of antiquity to the castle. The building stone chosen was granite, plentiful in Donegal but difficult to 

work and allowing for little detail. 

The forbidding architecture of the castle is quickly forgotten amidst the varied comforts within. Henry McIlhenny, 

the last owner of the castle, served the Philadelphia Museum of Art as Curator of Decorative Arts and his expertise 

in this field is evident throughout the castle. Through time, each room acquired a different character, some roughly 

in keeping with the period of the house, others freely inventive. 

Few of the great houses of Ireland are preserved in this condition, with their original furnishings, and in Glenveagh 

Castle one catches a glimpse of a lifestyle belonging to an earlier age. 

Access to the castle is by guided tour which last approx. 40 mins 

 

5.15pm Lough Eske Castle (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 
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Set within 43 acres of forest at the foot of the mountains, this stunning castle boasts huge rooms with 32-inch flat-

screen TVs. The 5-star hotel offers a luxurious spa within its beautiful gardens. Cosy bathrobes and slippers are 

provided in each luxury room, along with a wood-paneled marble bathroom. Rooms include oak furniture and 

idyllic garden views. Cedars Grill has a terrace and features traditional dishes including seafood from the nearby 

port of Killybegs. The Oak Bar has billiards and Irish music events while the Gallery Bar serves light meals. 

 

7.00pm Dinner tonight at Lough Eske Castle 
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DAY 5  

 
 

Today you will Experience the Highest Cliffs in Ireland, The Slieve League Cliffs. Visit the home of Tweed in 
Donegal with a demonstration from the family shop owner. 
 
9.00am depart Lough Eske 
 
10.30 Slieve League Cliffs 

 

Slieve League Cliffs (or Sliabh Liag in Gaelic), situated on the south west coast of County Donegal, are said to be the 

one of the highest and finest marine cliffs in Europe. To fully enjoy the spectacle of Sliabh League it is best to leave 

your car at the car park and walk the few miles to the cliffs so as not to miss the exciting scenery of the area.  

 

There are terrific views of the Atlantic Ocean, the Sligo Mountains and Donegal Bay as you walk towards the 

terrifyingly high top of Sliabh League, where the cliff face of Bunglas rises over 600m above the raging ocean. 

Experienced walkers only should venture beyond the viewing point onto One Man's Pass which loops around onto 

the Pilgrim's Path. 

 

This is a sacred mountain, for over a thousand years there was a Christian pilgrimage, no doubt Sliabh League was 

a sacred mountain before the Christians arrived here. You should remember this when visiting, so please do not 

disturb these monuments of Irish cultural heritage. There's much to know about Sliabh League, like the monks who 

went to Iceland or the eagle and the baby. To learn more, visit the award winning Slieve League Cliffs Centre which 

is all about local culture, food and crafts served with a real warm Donegal welcome and sense of humour. 
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12.00pm – Glencolmcille Folk Village Depart 12.45pm 

 

The Glencolmcille Folk Village Museum, in Glencolmcille County Donegal, is a cluster of six small cottages, called a 

"clachán," perched on a hillside overlooking a sandy curve of nearby Glenbay beach. Each cottage recreates a 

different era of Irish history, from the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.  

 The tea house provides a variety of homemade foods, which are second to none. We pride ourselves on the fact 

that all foods are made daily in our very own bakery to ensure freshness. 

 

The craft shop is ideal when shopping for those special gifts to bring back home. We stock a large selection of Irish 

made products and a high percentage of local arts and crafts 

 

1.30pm Lunch on own 

 

Visit the Home of Donegal Tweed, Eddie Doherty learnt to weave by hand at the age of 16. Now, 40 years and two 

long stints with large Irish fabric companies later, he uses Donegal wool to handweaver pure wool blankets and 

tweed at his home in Ardara.  
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3.30pm Depart Donegal Tweed 

4.00pm Donegal Castle or Shopping 

Built by the O'Donnell chieftain in the 15th century, beside the River Eske, the Castle has extensive 17th century 

additions by Sir Basil Brooke. The Castle is furnished throughout and includes Persian rugs and French tapestries. 

Information panels chronicle the history of the Castle owners from the O'Donnell chieftains to the Brooke family. 

Limited access for people with disabilities to the ground floor. 

Dinner on own this evening 

Overnight: Lough Eske Castle (or comparable) 
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DAY 6  

 

8.30am Depart Today enjoy a sheepdog demonstration followed by a delicious food trail in Co. Sligo. 

9.25am Sheep Dog Herding 

 

Atlantic sheepdogs offer you the opportunity to see some of the worlds smartest sheepdogs, working in their 

natural environment. Martin Feeney, who together with his dogs, has represented Ireland on an International 

stage on numerous occasions over the past twenty years, demonstrates how sheepdogs are used to move sheep 

around mountains and fields, on a typical Irish Farm. You will also learn how the dogs are trained, about the many 

different breeds of sheep reared on the Atlantic Sheepdogs Farm and all about life on the farm. Martin loves 

nothing more than to be working with his trusty companions, and is delighted to be able to share his enthusiasm 

with others.  
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10.20am Seaweed walk in Streedagh with Dr. Prannie Rhatigan 

 

Seaweed is being touted as the new superfood – now learn to harvest your own! All age groups will enjoy this 

culinary adventure. First Dr. Prannie Rhatigan leads a walk and talk along the seashore introducing the fascinating 

world of edible seaweed and how to identify and harvest them.  

 

 

 
 

12.00pm Lunch on own  
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Lissadell House and Gardens 

Lissadell House and Gardens is situated on the shores of Sligo Bay, 7 km north of Sligo on the Donegal Road along 

the Wild Atlantic Way. The historic and literary associations of Lissadell and the wild dramatic natural beauty of its 

setting surrounded by mountains, sea and woodlands makes Lissadell a must visit heritage attraction in the North 

West.  

 

Follow in the footsteps of W. B. Yeats in wandering through this beautifully restored estate on the shores of the 

Atlantic. Childhood home of Constance and Eva Gore-Booth, built by Sir Robert Gore-Booth in 1830 and designed 

by Francis Goodwin the house is now fully restored and open for guided tours. 

 

Lissadell secured its place in the turbulent revolutionary history of 20th century Ireland through Constance later 

Countess Markievicz who turned her back on a life of privilege to become a leading member of James Connolly’s 

Irish Citizen Army and a 1916 Rising Leader. 

 

Today the estate has been near fully restored by the current owners Edward Walsh and Constance Cassidy with 

the large courtyard complex now serving as a multipurpose Visitor Centre which houses a new exhibition “The 

March of a Nation” featuring a series of expertly crafted life size 1916 Rising sets that lets the visitor follow in the 

rebels footsteps from the GPO to the stone breakers yard in Kilmainham. 

 

 

2.30pm Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery  

 

This is the largest cemetery of megalithic tombs in Ireland and is also among the country's oldest, with monuments 

ranging from five and a half thousand to six and a half thousand years old. Archaeologists have recorded over 60 

tombs of which 30 are visible today. A restored cottage houses an exhibition relating to the site. 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Crafted%20Ireland/TOURS/Culinary%20Tour/www.craftedireland.com


 

Crafted Ireland is a luxury leisure division of Custom Ireland 
www.craftedireland.com 

Registered Offices: G5 The Steelworks, Foley Street 1, Dublin 1, Ireland| Managing Director: Crothúr Murphy 
 

 

The Glass House Sligo (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 

With stunning design and spacious rooms, The Glasshouse is set on The Garravogue River in Sligo’s centre. It boasts 

an AA Rosette restaurant and a gym. Chic and stylish, each room features a 26-inch LCD TV with internet access and 

an entertainment menu. Rooms also include a private bathroom and a hairdryer. Individual climate control is 

available in each room, along with free tea and coffee. The award-winning Kitchen restaurant serves full Irish 

breakfasts, an extensive lunch menu, and a creative evening á la carte menu. The Manhattan-style View Bar boasts 

fantastic river views, floor-to-ceiling windows, and luxurious decor. O’Connell Street, the main street in Sligo, and 

the WB Yeats memorial building are both a 2-minute walk away.  

 

Dinner on own 
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DAY 7 

 
 

8.45am Depart the Glass House for the K Club in Co. Kildare visiting Clonmacnoise and Birr Castle with a 

stop in Birr for lunch 

 

11.00am visit Clonmacnoise 

 

Clonmacnoise is an ancient monastic site near Shannon bridge, County Offaly. It was founded by St Ciaran in the 

mid-6th century and over the years it was a great centre of learning. Many manuscripts, including the 11th-century 

Annals of Tighernach and the 12th-century Book of the Dun Cow, were written here. Today, you will see 3 high 

crosses, a cathedral, 7 churches and 2 round towers. You will also pass through the visitor centre, which displays a 

number of cross-slabs and the 9th century Cross of the Scriptures.   
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12.45pm – 2pm Lunch at the Thatch Crinkill, Birr 

 

The Thatch, situated in the village of Crinkill, is one of the oldest pubs in South Offaly and, as its name suggests, has 

always been thatched. The Thatch restaurant is one of the finest places to eat in the midlands region. 

 

 
2.00pm Birr Castle 
 
This magnificent castle is a rare gem in the heart of Ireland as it is still lived in by the Parsons family. The present 
head of the family is the Seventh Earl of Ross Brendan Parsons.  A fortress built in the 11th century was acquired by 
the family in 1620 and the various generations have been working to build, preserve and protect this great heritage 
ever since. The castle itself remains a private residence: still the home of the family, it only opens its doors to the 
general public at specific booked times from May until the end of August. The grounds of the Castle are also 
enthralling however as they host what once was the largest telescope in the world and a fascinating Science Centre. 
The Gardens have a rich history too as they were originally landscaped around the lake in the 18th century by Sir 
William Parsons, and over the generations the Demesne has only increased in beauty and interest.  

 
Birr Castle Gardens 
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The gardens are home to an abundance of rare plants, collected by the Earls of Rosse on their travels around the 
world over the last 150 years. Within the 50 hectares you will find the world’s tallest box hedges, over 40 champion 
trees, over 2000 species of plant as well as rivers, lake and waterfalls. It now has plant material collected and 
subscribed for by 3 generations of the family, as well as some of the most famous plant hunters, past and present. 
It was the first garden in Ireland to receive specimens of Metasequoia glyptostroboides (Dawn Redwood) after its 
discovery in China in 1945. Recent plant hunting expeditions by the current Earl and Countess include Kyrgyzstan, 
Pakistan, Iran, South Africa, New Zealand, China and Bhutan.  
 

Science Centre 
 
Travel back to the time… when Birr Castle was a hub of scientific discovery and innovation, the third Earl was building 
the great telescope and his wife Mary was practising her photography.  Later, their son Charles Parsons was 
inventing the steam turbine, which changed the face of seafaring and led to the invention of the jet engine. 
 
The Astronomy of Birr Castle is one of its greatest attractions and, in many ways, one of its surprises.  It is unusual 
for a Castle in the centre of Ireland to have become a great centre of astronomical discovery.  However, in 1845, the 
3rd Earl of Rosse built the biggest telescope in the world and it remained so for 75 years.  Here you may see the great 
telescope – the Leviathan – still standing in the middle of the park with its huge 52’ (metres) long tube with a 
diameter of 6’ (2 metres). 
 
 

3.45pm Kilbeggan Distillery 

The Kilbeggan Distillery is the oldest licensed distillery in Ireland. Dating back to 1757, a visit today lets you discover 

real artisanal Irish whiskey distilling at its finest. Discover how Irish whiskey was made in decades past, the families 

that owned the distillery, and the importance the local community had on the distillery. The Kilbeggan experience 

offers a unique opportunity to see a fully operational traditional Irish pot still whiskey distillery, while enjoying a 

historical tour of the old distillery which includes the waterwheel and original distilling machinery.  See for yourself 

the traditional method of mashing in oak mash tuns, fermenting in Oregon pine vats and the new Kilbeggan malt 

spirit flowing from ancient pot stills – one of which is over 186 years old! The old distillery has been maintained as a 

museum just as it was during John Locke's ownership in the 19th century. The current distillery contains the oldest 

working pot still in the world and has a cooperage on show for all visitors. Of course no visit would be complete 

without a taste of Kilbeggan’s finest. A visit to Kilbeggan Distillery is a unique experience not to be missed!  
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6.00pm K Club Hotel (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 

This long-standing member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers the very best of pampering, leisure and golf 

facilities and is only 30 minutes from Dublin. Built in 1832, on the banks of the River Liffey, the original house was 

modelled on a French Château and still retains many of its original architectural features, art work and antiques. It 

opened as a luxury hotel in 1991 and was Ireland’s first AA Five Red Star Property. To this day it continues to 

deliver the very highest levels of service and standards in terms of its food and beverage offerings, golf, leisure and 

spa treatments. The mature estate covers an impressive 550 acres and features a stunning Victorian walled garden 

and fishing on the River Liffey which runs through the resort. The resident ghillees offer fly fishing on the river and 

horse riding and clay pigeon shooting are also available along with a range of different country pursuits. The K Club 

is home to two championship Golf Courses- The Palmer Ryder Cup Course and the Palmer designed Smurfit 

Course. Hailed among the world's finest golf resorts, The K Club was the chosen venue for the 2006 Ryder Cup and 

host to the European Open from 1995 to 2007. 

 
Dinner at the K Club this evening 
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DAY 8 

Today depart from the K Club and transfer directly into Dublin City, check into the Davenport Hotel and 

meet your local tour guide in the lobby for and half day walking tour of Dublin City. 

Dublin  
Visiting Dublin is like taking a great big breath of fresh air. Always invigorating, this Viking city is at once modern and 

historic, exciting and relaxing. A thriving example of "24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week, 365-days-a-year," Dublin is 

your year-round destination for history, art, city, mountains, sea, nature, culture, food and fun. 

 

Guided Walking tour of Dublin 
Dublin is one of Europe’s oldest cities. As well as retaining its historical and cultural charms, Dublin offers trendy 
bars, elegant restaurants and stylish, cosmopolitan shops and hotels. There’s never been a better time to visit Dublin, 
a city that is rivaling Europe’s elite for hip appeal! With a wealth of attractions, many within walking distance of each 
other, Ireland’s largest city provides a sense of history, culture, music and a bustle that is truly unique. 
You will see Trinity College, Merrion Square, Dublin Castle, Churches and public squares. 
There are many great literary names associated with the city including James Joyce and Oscar Wilde.  

 
 

Trinity College 
Trinity College’s Old Library and the Book of Kells Exhibition is a “must see” on the itinerary of all visitors to Dublin. 
Located in the heart of Dublin City, a walk through the cobbled stones of Trinity College Dublin will bring visitors 
back to the 18th century, when the magnificent Old Library building was constructed.  
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The Book of Kells is a 9th-century gospel manuscript famous throughout the world. Trinity College is the oldest 
University in Ireland, founded in 1592 right in the heart of Dublin. As well as housing the Book of Kells and the Long 
Room library (which has featured in movies such as Harry Potter and Star Wars), life beyond the front arch is a bone 
fide centre of learning for Irish students. 

 
O'Callaghan Davenport Hotel, Dublin (based availability of selected dates. Comparable substitution may be made) 
 
This elegant, traditional deluxe hotel is ideally located at Merrion Square in the heart of Georgian Dublin. The 
spectacular facade of the hotel, originally that of a church, dates from 1863. The family run O'Callaghan Davenport 
Hotel provides the perfect city centre haven for those seeking luxurious facilities with exceptional service and 
convenient location.  
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Day 9  

Enjoy a free day in Dublin to Explore on your own. 

Overnight at the Davenport Hotel (or comparable) 

 

Day 10  

Direct transfer from The Davenport Hotel to Dublin Airport 
Farewell to Ireland 
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This Tour Features: 
• Slane Distillery   

• Boyne Valley   

• St Patricks Centre   

• Mount Stewart Gardens   

• Titanic Belfast   

• Black Cab Tour   

• Giants Causeway   

• Derry Walls Walking tour   

• Glenveagh National Park   

• Fanad Head light house    

• Glencolmcille Folk Village   

• Donegal Castle   

• Sheep Dog Demo   

• Sligo Food Trail   

• Lissadell House   

• Clonmacnoise   

• Birr Castle   

• Tullamore Dew 

• Walking tour of Dublin City with local guide   
  

Tour includes: 
• Sightseeing by luxury vehicle with professional Driver/guide 

• All local taxes, hotel service charges & porterage for one suitcase per person 
 

Meals Included: 
• Full daily breakfasts (except Day 1) 

• 4 Lunches 

• 3 Dinners 
 
 

Hotels: 
• Dunboyne Castle, Dublin (1 night) or similar 

• Europa Hotel, Belfast (1 night) or similar 

• Maldron Hotel, Derry (1 night) or similar 

• Lough Eske Castle, Donegal (2 night) or similar 

• The Glass House, Sligo (1 night) or similar 

• The K Club, Kildare (1 night) or similar 

• The Davenport Hotel, Dublin (2 nights)  
(Hotels are based on availability on selected travel dates. A comparable substitution 
may be made) 
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Ireland. Crafted Just for You. 
 
We appreciate that just as you are one-of-a-kind, your travel experiences should be also. From planning to execution, 
we put special care into crafting tailor-made experiences that align with your personal interests and own unique 
style. 
  
We design your trip to include not just the attractions, landscapes and hospitality that Ireland is noted for, but also 
exclusive elements and privileged access to allow you to immerse yourself into our unique culture for truly authentic, 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences.   
 
Ireland is our home and it gives us great pleasure to share it with you. From the iconic landscapes and historic 
institutions that have remained proudly unchanged throughout the centuries, to our indigenous red deer 
represented in our logo, we promote the preservation of culture, traditions and wildlife that make our country so 
grand. 

 
 
Crafted Ireland is a division of Custom Ireland a leading Destination Management Company in Ireland. We've been 
welcoming groups to Ireland and delivering quality group travel programmes and memorable signature moments to 
satisfied customers for almost 20 years. 
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