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Day 1 – Saturday September 16th - Arrivals 

Daily Overview 
 Arrive to Dublin Airport with Platinum Services 
 Transfer to the K Club with time to freshen up 
 Viewing of Belmond Grand Hibernian 
 Show around of the Shelbourne Hotel 
 Lunch at Matt the Threshers 
 Behind the Scenes Verger’s Tour of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral 
 Showing of Straffan House 
 Dinner and overnight the K Club 

 
Welcome to Ireland! Land into Dublin airport and enjoy a relaxed, comfortable 
transition through Customs with Platinum Services. 
 
Dublin Airport Platinum Services 
 
Dublin Airport Platinum Services is your very own, 24-hour, private terminal at Dublin Airport. Open seven days a 

week and offering on-demand services to meet all client’s individual needs, both before and after their flight. 

Whether travelling for business or pleasure, Platinum Services will streamline every step of the journey. It provides 

a personalized, private reception and assists with all routine airport formalities, allowing clients to relax and enjoy 

the comfort of the private suites. 

 
24-hour opening, 7 days a week  
Private check-in and luggage handling  
Private suites equipped with the latest audio-visual 
equipment  
Complimentary refreshments  
Luxury shower room 

Private security screening area 
Access to private car park directly outside  
Platinum Services Chauffeur service to and from your 
aircraft  
Personal shopping service on request  
Private aircraft handling 
 

 
Arrival: 

On stepping off the aircraft, a member of the Platinum Services team will be there to greet the clients. They are then 

driven to the Platinum Services Suite in a top of the range luxury vehicle. Once there, Platinum Services staff will 

assist through all the formalities of Immigration and Customs and, while the clients relax, they will be served with 

refreshments. Clients are also welcome to avail of the luxury shower facilities, so clients can continue to your 

destination revitalized and refreshed.  
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After your bags are collected for you, your driver will come to the lounge to collect 
you and bring you directly to the K Club. On arrival to the K Club you will be able to 
freshen up in a Day Room if your own bedroom is not yet available.  
 
For flights arriving after 9am, you will have a bit more time in the Premier Suite at 
the airport and be brought directly to Heuston Station for the start of the tour. 
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11.00 am 

At 11am, you will depart the K Club and make the 30-minute journey back into 

Dublin City centre. 

 

 

11.40 am 

Your first stop of the day will be Heuston Train Station, where you will enjoy a 

quick show around of the Belmond Grand Hibernian and meet the rest of the Fam 

Group. The train will be departing with its guests at 12 noon, so we have a 15-

minute window to view the train before this time. 
 

Belmond Grand Hibernian 

 

The first luxury rail experience of its kind in Ireland, Belmond Grand Hibernian traverses the sprawling countryside, 

dramatic coasts and fascinating cities that define this captivating land. Step aboard to enter a shimmering world of 

indulgence - Irish design, fine cuisine inspired and enhanced with local delicacies, and the ever-changing backdrop 

of Ireland’s celebrated landscapes. Belmond Grand Hibernian boasts accommodation for up to 40 guests in elegant, 

private en-suite cabins. Design draws inspiration from Dublin’s classic Georgian architecture, blended with elements 

of ancient folklore and tradition. The result proudly reflects the country’s cultural heritage with an indulgent, 

contemporary twist. The vacations by rail include a selection of two-, four- and six-night journeys. All depart from 

Dublin and encompass the highlights of both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Explore ancient castles, 

spot rare wildlife, sample famous whiskies and visit vibrant cities. 
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12.00 noon 
Depart Heuston and transfer to the Shelbourne Hotel where you will enjoy a show 
around of the hotel for 45 minutes. 
 
 
The Shelbourne Hotel 
5 Star 

 

A Renaissance hotel, The Shelbourne Dublin is the city’s largest 

luxury five-star hotel. A timeless landmark in the heart of Dublin 

overlooking the magnificent St. Stephen’s Green, yet only 30 

minutes from Dublin Airport, The Shelbourne has been part of 

Dublin’s social scene since 1824. A national treasure, The 

Shelbourne Hotel has been magnificently restored while 

keeping its historic charm. The Shelbourne has 265 luxury 

guestrooms, 13 banqueting and meeting suites, the 

atmospheric Horseshoe Bar, the Saddle Room Restaurant, 

Oyster Bar, and the historic Constitution Room where the Irish 

Constitution was signed.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

1:00 pm 

Transfer by coach the short distance to Matt the Threshers for lunch. 
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Matt the Thresher 
 
Matt the Thresher is an award-winning Seafood Bar and Grill 

with an emphasis on fresh Wild Irish fish and shellfish. The 

kitchen is led by top Seafood Chef Yossa Auld from New Zealand. 

Established in 2010, Matt the Thresher quickly established itself 

as Dublin’s leading seafood restaurant. Among many awards 

received, Matts was voted for Best Seafood 2012 by the Good 

Eating Guide, also recently was named Best Dublin Seafood 

Restaurant 2013 at the Hot Press Awards and voted Best Pub for 

Food 2012 & 2013 at the Irish Hospitality Awards.  

In June 2013 Matts was delighted to be asked to host an evening 

out for Michelle Obama and her family, while the President 

attended the G8 summit in Northern Ireland. 

 
2.15 pm 
Depart Matt the Threshers by coach 
 

2.30 pm 
Arrive at St Patrick’s Cathedral and enjoy a behind the scenes tour with one of the 
Cathedral’s Vergers. Please let us know in advance if you have a fear of heights or 
smaller spaces. 
 
 
Saint Patrick's Cathedral 

 

Saint Patrick's Cathedral has been at the heart of Dublin and 

Ireland's history and culture for over 800 years. For centuries it 

was the largest enclosed space on the island and it remains the 

largest Cathedral in the country. It has been visited by some of 

Irish history's most influential individuals from Cromwell, 

William of Orange and King James I, to Queen Victoria and her 

husband Prince Albert. It is the final resting place for one of 

Ireland's most famous men, Jonathan Swift, author of Gulliver's 

travels and Dean (head) of the Cathedral. It has witnessed the 

birth of the expression "to chance your arm" within its walls as 

well as being the site of the very first school in Ireland, the 

Cathedral Choir School. The Cathedral was the location of the first performance of Handel's Messiah in 1742. The 

interior of the building is adorned with stunning engravings, beautifully tiled floors and striking stained glass. It's 

often used as a venue for concerts and graduations. It is today the National Cathedral for the Church of Ireland a 

place of worship. 
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Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, Verger’s tour 

 

Taking you into hidden areas of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, the Verger’s Tour gives an inside view of the workings of 

one of Dublin’s most iconic institutions. Entering through the Door of the Order of the Knights of Saint Patrick, and 

led by a Verger who is deeply immersed in the life of the Cathedral, the tour includes an historical overview of the 

Cathedral on the ground floor before entering the Minot Tower. Not accessible to the public, the tower affords 

excellent views from above of the nave of the Cathedral, and includes stops in the Cathedral’s bell room, the 

workings of the Cathedral’s clock (the first public clock in Dublin), and (weather permitting) the roof for a spectacular 

view of the city of Dublin. Along the way, guests will see a range of hidden highlights from 14th century roof timbres 

to up-close views of stained glass depicting Saint Patrick’s life. 

 
4.00 pm 
Depart St. Patrick’s Cathedral by coach and transfer directly to the K Club’s Straffan 
House, an exclusive-use property on the grounds of the Estate.  
 
4.35 pm 
Arrive at Straffan House where you will enjoy a show around of this magnificent 
property and a special video in preparation for tomorrow!  
 
Straffan House at The K Club 
5 Star 
 
A palatial property, Straffan House takes its design influence 

from the original ‘Straffan House’ which is now the hotel at The 

K Club. The original Straffan House was built in 1832 by Hugh 

Barton of the world-famous Barton and Guestier Wines. The 

house was based on a magnificent château at Louveciennes not 

far from Versailles. Distinctly French in style, it bears all the 

hallmarks of a magnificent and elegant country retreat. 

Meticulously constructed in 2005, Straffan House combines the 

architecture of a bygone era with all of the comforts and 

convenience of elegant, contemporary living. 

 
 
5.15 pm 
Transfer up to the main hotel at the K Club. Enjoy some free time to relax before 
dinner. 
 
7.00 pm 
Enjoy dinner in the library at the K Club 
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Overnight at the K Club 
  
K Club Hotel 
5 Star 
 
This long-standing member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers the very best of pampering, leisure and golf facilities 

and is only 30 minutes from Dublin. Built in 1832, on the banks of the River Liffey, the original house was modelled 

on a French Château and still retains many of its original architectural features, art work and antiques. It opened as 

a luxury hotel in 1991 and was Ireland’s first AA Five Red Star Property. To this day it continues to deliver the very 

highest levels of service and standards in terms of its food and beverage offerings, golf, leisure and spa treatments. 

The mature estate covers an impressive 550 acres and also features a stunning Victorian walled garden and fishing 

on the River Liffey which runs through the resort. The resident ghillees offer fly fishing on the river and horse riding 

and clay pigeon shooting are also available along with a range of different country pursuits. 

The K Club is home to two championship Golf Courses- The Palmer Ryder Cup Course and the Palmer designed 

Smurfit Course. Hailed among the world's finest golf resorts, The K Club was the chosen venue for the 2006 Ryder 

Cup and host to the European Open from 1995 to 2007. 

The K Spa, at The K Club, offers a wide variety of treatments for both men and women. The K Spa is an oasis of calm. 

The minimalist and contemporary décor sets the scene for pure indulgence and mind and body relaxation. The K Spa 

also features a secluded outdoor hot tub, aromatic herb garden, seven luxurious treatment rooms, two private 

suites, a Hamam, a Hydrobath, a Vichey Shower and an exotic Rasul Chamber. 

A range of award winning dining facilities are available to choose from and include both fine dining and informal 

options. 
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Day 2 – Sunday September 17th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Daily Overview 

 Breakfast at leisure 
 09.00 Departure from K Club 
 Show around of Conrad Hotel 
 Show around of Merrion Hotel 
 Tour Experience at Croke Park Stadium 
 All-Ireland Football Final Croke Park 
 Dinner at the Westbury Hotel 
 Overnight the Shelbourne/Conrad/Merrion  

 
This morning enjoy breakfast at leisure in the K Club. 
 
 
08.45 am 
Depart the K Club for the Conrad Hotel 
 
 
09.30 am 
Enjoy a 45-minute show around of the Conrad Hotel 
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The Conrad Hotel 
5 Star 
 
The 5-star Conrad Hotel is located in the heart of Dublin city with Grafton Street, St. Stephen’s Green and Georgian 

Dublin only minutes away. Providing unsurpassed hospitality for all of its hotel guests, the Conrad hotel offers a 

combination of luxury and a genuine local experience in Ireland.  This luxury hotel offers sumptuous Dublin hotel 

accommodations, ranging from Business rooms to Leisure suites and has recently undergone an exciting 

refurbishment completed in May 2016. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

10.15 am 
Depart the Conrad and by coach, transfer to the Merrion Hotel 
 
10.30 am 
Arrive at the Merrion Hotel for a show around 
 
Merrion Hotel 
5 Star 
 

Since opening in 1997, The Merrion Hotel has established itself as the epitome of relaxed grandeur, welcoming 

Dubliners and visitors alike with stunningly appointed rooms, crackling turf fires and a host of facilities including an 

18-metre pool and Patrick Guilbaud’s Michelin Starred restaurant. Comprising 123 guestrooms and 19 suites, the 

interior is designed using Irish fabrics and antiques to reflect the architecture and original interiors of the 18th 

Century Townhouse. The Merrion houses a spectacular collection of 19th and 20th Century art which is widely 

considered to be one of the most important private collections in Ireland.  
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11.15 am 
Depart the Merrion for Croke Park 
 
11.30 am 
Arrive at Croke Park and enjoy a Museum and Skyline Tour overview 
 
Croke Park  

 

For over one hundred years, Croke Park has been the 

headquarters for the GAA – one of the world’s greatest amateur 

organisations. From the players to the supporters and the 

bainisteoir (managers), the vast majority of GAA members are 

volunteers who do it all “for the love of the game”. With 2,610 

clubs in villages and towns all around Ireland – and the world – 

the GAA is a beacon for bringing people together. 

More than a stadium, Croke Park is Ireland’s greatest 

amphitheatre. This truly is the beating heart of Irish sport and 

culture.  Boasting a capacity for 82,300 people, ‘Croker’ has been 

synonymous with a significant contribution to Irish history and 

culture as well being a beacon, carrying the light of traditional 

Irish heritage. 

 

Skyline Tour 

 

You can also opt to climb to the top of the stadium, 17 stories up 

on the Skyline tour and get a bird’s eye view of the stadium and 

the surrounding Dublin City. 

 
 
 
 
1.30 pm 
After your tour of the Stadium and Skyline, you will be brought to our Hospitality 
Suite for the Game. Here you will enjoy lunch, complimentary drinks, and an 
atmosphere of anticipation that is second to none! 
 
 
3.15 pm 
Kick off!  
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All-Ireland Football Final 2017 Mayo V Dublin 

 
When it comes to team sports events in Ireland, there is none more 

popular than the All-Ireland Football and Hurling Senior 

Championships organised by the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA). 

These uniquely Irish games powerfully showcase Irish culture, 

heritage and tradition at their best. Become immersed into Irish 

culture with this chance of a lifetime travel experience, at the All-

Ireland Senior Championship Final at Croke Park Stadium.  

 

6.00 pm 
After the game, you’ll have some more time in the Hospitality Suite before departing 
Croke Park for the Westbury Hotel. 
 
6.30 pm 
Arrive at the Westbury Hotel for dinner and drinks in this beautiful city centre 5-star 
property. 
 
The Westbury Hotel  

5 Star 

 

With one of the best addresses in Dublin, this 5-star hotel offers a superb stay in the heart of the city. After recent 

redevelopments, the hotel has raised the bar in terms of luxury and style.  Guest rooms offer comfort, relaxed tones 

and good space. This hotel provides easy access to theatres, entertainment and the many cultural and heritage 

attractions in Dublin city centre. The hotel has a calm, elegant atmosphere with charming staff and a reputation for 

excellent cuisine and service. Enjoy time out in the lobby with picture perfect views onto Dublin’s bustling Grafton 

Street. 

 

 
After dinner, you will be brought to your hotel for the night. You are divided between 
the Conrad, the Merrion and the Shelbourne Hotel.  
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Day 3 - September 18th Trinity College and Wexford (Group 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily Overview 

 Breakfast at leisure 

 Behind the Ropes tour of Trinity College Book of Kells 

 Cookery Demonstration and Lunch in Dunbrody Country House 

 Hook Head Lighthouse  

 Overnight Dunbrody Country House 

 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
 
08.30 am 
Depart your hotels 
 
 
08.45 am 
‘Behind the Ropes’ tour of Trinity College with Anne Marie Diffley 
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Trinity College 

 

Trinity College’s Old Library and the Book of Kells Exhibition is a “must see” on the itinerary of all visitors to Dublin. 

Located in the heart of Dublin City, a walk through the cobbled stones of Trinity College Dublin will bring visitors 

back to the 18th century, when the magnificent Old Library building was constructed.  

The Book of Kells is a 9th-century gospel manuscript famous throughout the world. Trinity College is the oldest 

University in Ireland, founded in 1592 right in the heart of Dublin. As well as housing the Book of Kells and the Long 

Room library (which has featured in movies such as Harry Potter and Star Wars), life beyond the front arch is a bone 

fide centre of learning for Irish students. 

 
 
10.00 am 
Depart Trinity College by coach and transfer to Wexford in the south east of Ireland. 
 
12.45 pm 
Arrive at Dunbrody Country House Hotel for a cookery demonstration and lunch. 
 
Dunbrody Country House Hotel  

 4 Star 

 

Dunbrody Country House Hotel Ireland is a small luxury hotel in 

Wexford located on the dramatic Hook Peninsula on Ireland’s 

south coast. Owned and operated by husband and wife team 

Kevin & Catherine Dundon, Dunbrody luxury hotel Ireland 

reflects their joint passion for excellence in all areas - fine food 

and a friendly, relaxed service combined with luxury 

accommodation all within the centuries-old walls of this 

beautiful Georgian property. 

Original 1830s Irish oak floors, pitched pine window shutters, 

high ceilings, twinkling chandeliers and crackling turf fires mixed 

with a palette of rich, earthy colours, plenty of natural sunlight and all the modern must haves such as Wi-Fi, Böse 
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DVD/CD players, chic champagne bar and terrace. No two rooms are alike and the exquisite fabrics and furniture are 

a lovely mix of contemporary and traditional.   

 
Dunbrody Cookery School  

 

Dunbrody Cookery School has been designed to cater for all levels of cooks, 

from budding enthusiasts (Back to Basics) to the experienced gourmet 

(specialised courses). The perfect blend of demonstration and hands-on 

individual tuition means that you will learn practically and be able to reproduce 

the dishes at home in your own kitchen. All of the courses at the Dunbrody 

Cookery School have been personally designed by Celebrity MasterChef Kevin 

Dundon who can often be viewed on RTE in Ireland and PBS in the USA with 

his TV show Modern Irish Food, HEAT and BBC′s Saturday Kitchen. The cookery 

school has also received numerous excellent reports from magazines like 

Departures Magazine, Sainsbury′s Food, Waitrose Illustrated, Olive, Food & 

Wine and many newspapers too. Under the care and guidance of Cookery 

School Chef Julien Clemot, guests will learn the secrets of producing fine food 

using only the best of quality Irish ingredients. The emphasis at Dunbrody 

Cookery School is on freshness and seasonality of locally-sourced ingredients 

and utilising these to achieve fabulous dishes without the worry of overly-

complicated recipes. 

 
3.30 pm 

Check in to the hotel and relax at leisure. Why not looking into booking a spa 

treatment for yourself in advance? 
 

Spa at Dunbrody House Hotel 

 

Located across the courtyard in an original stone building and 

with a contemporary interior of wood and natural stone, the 

Dunbrody spa will make guests feel cocooned and at ease from 

the moment they arrive. The treatment area at the Dunbrody 

Spa is a luxurious haven complete with Asian-styled Serail steam 

& mud room, relaxation room with day beds and individually-

styled treatment rooms. Offering a unique gourmet experience 

alongside its Aromatherapy Associates therapies, guests can 

flavour their spa visit with a new range of delicious delicacies 

designed to be taken between treatments. Treatments are 

healing and therapeutic, restoring the natural state and purifying 

the mind from the clutter of modern living. The spa environment will give visitors time to drift away and dream, 

using elemental ingredients which are both potent and exotic. 
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6.00 pm 
Depart Dunbrody for Hook Head Lighthouse 
 
6.30 pm 
Arrive at Hook Head Lighthouse for drinks reception and canapés 
 
Hook Head Lighthouse  

 

Lighthouses have a magic and mysticism of their own, none more 

so than the 13th Century Hook Head Lighthouse. With the present 

structure 800 years old, the Hook Head Lighthouse is the oldest 

intact operational lighthouse in the world. The Lonely Planet Guide 

has also listed it as the Number One Flashiest Lighthouse in the 

World. Hook Lighthouse offers guided tours of the lighthouse 

tower all year round and is one of the top things to do in Wexford 

and Waterford. Climb the 115 steps to enjoy the spectacular view 

from the balcony. 

 
7.30 pm 
Depart Hook Head for Dunbrody where you will enjoy dinner and drinks at 
approximately 8pm. 
 
Dining at Dunbrody House Hotel 

With Celebrity TV Chef Kevin Dundon as one of the owners it is no 

wonder that dining is a big deal here. The award-winning 

restaurant The Harvest Room is less of a hotel dining room and 

much more of a stylish, atmospheric restaurant. The Harvest Room 

Restaurant has been the recipient of numerous awards over the 

past years and regularly features highly in press reviews. 

Renowned for always featuring home and locally-produced, 

seasonal ingredients these dishes always reflect the flavours of the 

seasons.  Emphasis is always on the freshness of the ingredients 

and the enhancement of them through the simplicity of 

combinations. Many of the fruits and vegetables and all of the herbs from their own kitchen & herbs gardens.  

 
9.30 pm 
After dinner, enjoy drinks in “The Local” pub with Kevin and Catherine Dundon. 
 
Overnight in Dunbrody House Hotel 
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Day 3 – September 18th Trinity College and Donegal (Group 2) 

Daily Overview 
 Breakfast at leisure 
 Behind the Ropes tour of Trinity College Book of Kells 
 Flight to Donegal 
 Leo’s Tavern 
 Lough Eske Castle 

 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
09.45 am 
Depart for Trinity College 
 
10.00 am 
‘Behind the Ropes’ tour of Trinity College 
 

Trinity College 

 

Trinity College’s Old Library and the Book of Kells Exhibition is a “must see” on the itinerary of all visitors to Dublin. 

Located in the heart of Dublin City, a walk through the cobbled stones of Trinity College Dublin will bring visitors 

back to the 18th century, when the magnificent Old Library building was constructed.  

The Book of Kells is a 9th-century gospel manuscript famous throughout the world. Trinity College is the oldest 

University in Ireland, founded in 1592 right in the heart of Dublin. As well as housing the Book of Kells and the Long 

Room library (which has featured in movies such as Harry Potter and Star Wars), life beyond the front arch is a bone 

fide centre of learning for Irish students. 
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11.15 am 
Depart Trinity College for Dublin Airport 
 
12.00 noon 
Arrive at Dublin Airport 
 
1.15 pm 
Flight to Donegal 
 

 
2.20 pm 
Arrive in Donegal and head to Leo’s Tavern for a quick light lunch. 
 
County Donegal 

 

Cosseted in Ireland’s far northwest corner, Donegal is a county 

of contrasts and a holidaymaker’s paradise, with deserted sandy 

beaches, rugged mountains, challenging golf courses, big surf 

and a vibrant Gaelic speaking region. Donegal promises wild 

landscapes blanketed in bog and heather and a roughly hewn 

coastline. And when all of the cobwebs have been blown away, 

thriving little towns with cosy pubs, excellent seafood and a 

friendly welcome await. Sliabh League cliffs, situated on the 

south west coast of Donegal, are the one of the highest and 

finest marine cliffs in Europe. This county will certainly force you 

to kick back, slow down and admire the view. 
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3.00 pm 
Estimated arrival time to Leo’s 
 
Leo’s Tavern 

Tabhairne Leo or Leos Tavern is situated in North West, Ireland in the 

beautiful and picturesque County Donegal, in the village of Meenaleck. 

Situated along the Wild Atlantic Way, between the popular tourist 

destination of Mount Errigal and the Atlantic Ocean, Leos Tavern is 

renowned for its music being the family home of world famous musical 

talents Enya, Clannad and Moya Brennan. The walls are adorned with 

Gold and Platinum disks, memorabilia and numerous photos of the 

family with world famous musical faces. There’s always something 

going on at Leos Tavern so drop in for some lovely food and a great 

night’s entertainment. You never know who might be there.  

 
3.45 pm 
Depart Leo’s for Rockhill House. 
 
4.45 pm 
Arrive to Rochhill House for a 45-minute show around. This property is brand new 
to the market! 
 
Rockhill House  

 

The historic Rockhill House, nestled in 100 acres of woodlands in 

the hills above Letterkenny, County Donegal, is a charming and 

elegant private-use country house and estate offering guests 

timeless Irish hospitality, a most exclusive and comfortable stay, 

gourmet dining on fabulous fare and unique, authentic local 

experiences. Rockhill House is an exclusive private-use venue and 

so can become your very own pleasure garden for a day – or as 

long as you desire!  

When your festivities are coming to a close, there’s no need to 

rush off – guests can retire to one of the 19 gorgeous, unique, and luxurious bedrooms for a contented night’s sleep. 

 
5.30 pm 
Depart Rockhill 
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6.30 pm 
Arrive Lough Eske, check in and freshen up for dinner 
 
Lough Eske Castle 

5 Star 

 

Lough Eske Castle, a five-star castle hotel located on a secluded lakeside estate just outside Donegal Town, has a rich 

history dating back to the 1400s being associated with the O'Donnell Clan, the founding fathers of Donegal, a county 

in the north-west region of Ireland. This is an historic building set in a storybook location delivering superior 

hospitality and comfort and is the ideal place for those who simply want to relax and unwind or for those who want 

to explore the great outdoors and the many attractions of this beautiful region. Lough Eske Castle is the only Irish 

hotel to claim a World Luxury Hotel Award and has been awarded the 'World's Best Luxury Country Hotel' title for 

the past five consecutive years.  Recent awards include being named as one of Condé Nast's top three luxury hotels 

in Ireland, Trip Advisor Traveller's Choice Award 2014, the European 'Innovation in Service' Hospitality Award 2013, 

highly commended for “The Best Service Award” 2013 by the Tatler Spa Awards and Condé Nast Readers' Award 

2013. This lovingly restored castle hotel in Ireland blends its historic past with a dash of contemporary elegance and 

is the only 5-star hotel in County Donegal. 

 
 
 
7.30 pm 
Depart for Harvey’s Point for dinner – just a 5-minute coach ride from Lough Eske! 
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Harvey’s Point Country Hotel, Donegal 
4 Star 

 
Located between lakeside and mountain 6 kms from 

Donegal town, this luxurious hotel provides an 

excellent base for north west Ireland touring. There 

are 60 bedrooms, conference rooms and award-

winning dining. Each bedroom is elegant and private, 

and has a large Italian marble bathroom. Rooms also 

have a TV and facilities for making tea and coffee. 

Harvey's Point restaurant has 2 AA Rosettes and 

provides relaxed, elegant dining. Food is made using 

locally sourced ingredients.  

 

Overnight Lough Eske.  
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Day 4 – September 19th Waterford-Kinsale-Killarney (Group 1) 

 
Daily Overview 

 Breakfast at leisure 
 Waterford City and Museum of Treasures 
 Kinsale – lunch and free time 
 Killarney 
 Overnight in Killarney Park/Killarney Avenue 

 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
08.30 am 
Depart Dunbrody House for Waterford  
 
09.00 am 
Arrive Waterford City 
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Waterford City 

 

Waterford City was founded by the Vikings some 1,100 years ago 

and had extensive trading links with Viking Settlements 

overseas. In the year 1170 the city was taken by the Normans 

who sealed their victory by the marriage of their leader 

Strongbow to Aoife, daughter of the King of Leinster. The city 

was granted a charter by King John in the year 1215 some 

months before he signed the Magna Carta. In the centuries that 

followed the city was Ireland's chief port for European trade and 

the city prospered. The power and wealth of the merchant 

princes was broken in the seventeenth century, however, by the 

Cromwellians. Prosperity returned in the eighteenth century as 

efforts were made to attract foreign merchants, and French, Dutch, English and Danish merchants settled here and 

the city was extended along the Quays. At this time also the important link with Newfoundland developed. This link 

brought wealth to Waterford, and a Waterford colony to Atlantic Canada. 

One man above all is responsible for the city we know, John Roberts (1714-1796), an outstanding architect, has 

stamped his mark on the city. In the nineteenth century the city was the birthplace of the actor Charles Kean and 

the composer William Vincent Wallace, both, by coincidence, born in the same house! 

 
09.15 am 
Waterford Treasures and Viking VR Experience 
 
Waterford Treasures 

 

Waterford Treasures – Three Museums in the Viking Triangle - in the 

very heart of Ireland’s oldest city. 

Three very different museums all within a few paces of each other tell 

the 1100-year-old story of Waterford, from its foundation in 914 by 

Viking sea pirates, to the late 20th century. 

 

Ireland’s only Medieval Museum showcases the Treasures of Medieval 

Waterford. The magnificent curved façade of the warm butter-

coloured stone building draws in the visitor.  The eye-catching giant sculpture on the gable was inspired by a tiny 

13th century belt mount found in Waterford.  It is Ireland’s only purpose-built medieval museum and the only 

building on the island to incorporate two medieval chambers, the 13th century Choristers’ Hall and the 15th century 

Mayor’s Wine Vaul. 
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Reginald’s Tower is Waterford’s landmark monument and Ireland’s 

oldest civic building. It has been in continuous use for over 800 years.  

The first tower on the site was built by Vikings after 914 and formed 

the apex of the triangular settlement, an area known to this day as the 

Viking Triangle.  Re-built by the Anglo Normans in the 12th century the 

top two floors were added in the 15th century.  Until about 1700 the 

tower was the strongpoint of the medieval defensive walls that 

enclosed the city. The tower now houses an exhibition on Viking 

Waterford and is managed by the Office of Public Works. 

 

The elegant Neo-Classical Bishop’s Palace built in 1743 is the home of 

the Treasures of 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. This exquisite 

architectural jewel, now a museum, continues to delight over 250 years 

later, the ground and first floors furnished as a very elegant 18th 

century townhouse. 

 

 

 

10.45 am 
Depart for Kinsale 
 
 
 
1.15 pm 
Arrive in Kinsale for a casual typical fish and chips lunch followed by some free time 
to explore 

Dinos  

Established in 1975 Dinos is a family tradition in cork. In Kinsale their 

restaurant and take away prides itself on serving fresh fish at 

reasonable prices in a family friendly atmosphere. Dinos provide fish 

only from sustainable stocks, with approved fishing practices along the 

south west coast of Ireland. Dinos is a well-loved family institution in 

Cork, and one we’re sure you’ll be delighted to try! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Crafted%20Ireland/TOURS/Culinary%20Tour/www.craftedireland.com


 

Crafted Ireland is a luxury leisure division of Custom Ireland 
www.craftedireland.com 

Registered Offices: G5 The Steelworks, Foley Street 1, Dublin 1, Ireland| Managing Director: Crothúr Murphy 
 

Kinsale  

 

Kinsale is a beautiful old seaside town, known for its hill fort, 

narrow streets, old world charm and crafts. A defining feature, it 

enjoys an excellent reputation for fantastic restaurants, cafes 

and bars serving delicious, top quality food predominantly 

sourced from the superb local producers. Known as ‘the 

Gourmet Capital of Ireland,’ Kinsale is proud to be considered a 

‘Foodie Town’ and celebrates its annual Kinsale Gourmet 

Festival in October. Kinsale is one of the most picturesque, 

popular and fashionable resorts of the south-west coast of 

Ireland. Famous for water sports, yachting, sea angling, dolphin 

& whale watching trips, gourmet restaurants and golf… there is 

something for everyone to enjoy, with the city of Cork a mere 30 minutes away! 

 
3.15 pm 
Depart for Killarney 
 
5.15 pm 
Arrive Killarney where 4 of you will stay in the Killarney Park and 4 in Aghadoe 
Heights 
 
Killarney 

 

Killarney has been welcoming visitors for over 250 years - and 

became an integral part of "The Victorian Grand Tour" circuit 

after the landmark visit of Queen Victoria in 1861. Since then it 

has continued to welcome visitors from all over the world.  

Killarney is unashamedly a Mecca for tourists – home of the 

lakes and the start and finish of the Ring of Kerry tour.   

Lakes, mountains and valleys surround the area making it the 

perfect place for outdoor adventure including hill walking, 

boating, fishing and golf.  
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Aghadoe Heights Hotel  
5 star 
 
Aghadoe Heights Hotel and Spa is Ireland's multiple award winning 

five star luxury resort that overlooks the Lakes of Killarney in the 

heart of Kerry. Blessed with a breathtaking location and 

contemporary elegance, visiting Aghadoe Heights Hotel is a truly 

unique experience. The spectacular surroundings are echoed by 

the hotel's beautifully appointed bedrooms, suites, lounges, fine 

dining room, spa, swimming pool and tennis courts. Your comfort 

is considered at every turn by the family management team and 

local staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Killarney Park Hotel  
5 Star 

 

On its own grounds in the centre of Killarney town, the Park has a deserved reputation for elegance and superior 

service. As well as 68 guest rooms, the Park offers numerous dining options and a luxurious spa facility with leisure 

centre. There is space to unwind and relax in the traditional cosy library and drawing room, as well as local advice 

from the concierge for activities in the area.  
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7.30 pm 
Dinner in The Ross Hotel, the 4-star boutique partner hotel of the Killarney Park 
 
After dinner enjoy some drinks in Killarney Town before retiring to your hotel. 
 
Overnight Aghadoe Heights and the Killarney Park 
 
 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Crafted%20Ireland/TOURS/Culinary%20Tour/www.craftedireland.com


 

Crafted Ireland is a luxury leisure division of Custom Ireland 
www.craftedireland.com 

Registered Offices: G5 The Steelworks, Foley Street 1, Dublin 1, Ireland| Managing Director: Crothúr Murphy 
 

Day 4 – September 19th Slieve League – Glencolmcille – Ardara 

Loop (Group 2) 

 
Daily Overview 

 Breakfast at leisure 
 Lough Eske Castle Show Around 
 Slieve League Cliffs 
 Glencolmcille 
 Ardara 
 Overnight in Lough Eske Castle 

 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
09.00 am 
Show around at Lough Eske Castle 
 
09.45 am 
Depart for Sliabh Liag (Slieve League) 
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11.00 am 
Arrive at Sliabh Liag (Slieve League) 
 
Slieve League Cliffs 

 

Located on the coast of County Donegal, the Slieve League at 601 

metres, has Ireland's highest sea cliffs, also the tallest in Europe. 

Less famous than the Cliffs of Moher, in County Clare, Slieve 

League reaches almost three times higher than Clare's famous 

attraction. Standing at the viewing point on Slieve League in 

Donegal Ireland an amazing sea vista and landscape opens 

before you. From here we can see across Donegal Bay to 

counties Letrim, Sligo and Mayo, out to the west is the Atlantic 

Ocean as far as the eye can see. On top of Slieve League is an 

early Christian monastic site with the remains of Ade mc Bric's 

chapel, as are the ruins of the monks’ stone dwellings or bee hive 

huts. Take a walk across the ‘one man's path’ and there you will find a trig point, placed atop of an ancient structure 

of unknown origin. This is a sacred mountain and no doubt Slieve League was a sacred mountain long before the 

Christians arrived! 

 

Slieve League Cliffs Centre  

 

The award winning Slieve League Cliffs Centre is a family affair run by husband and wife team Paddy and Siobhan 

Clarke. As members of Good Food Ireland Paddy and Siobhan keep high standards serving local sourced food at 

reasonable prices. The Cliff's Centre is all about local culture, food and crafts served with a real warm Donegal 

welcome and sense of humour. Slieve League Cliff's Centre in your last stop before the Cliffs themselves as there are 

no service buildings, Interpretive Centre etc. at the cliffs. Unlike other places, Slieve League is very natural and 

unspoilt for you to enjoy. So if you would like a "coffee to go" or a sit-down lunch and relax, remember to stop off 

at the Slieve League Cliffs Centre. 

 
 
 
12.30 pm 
Visit to Glencolmcille Folk Village 
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Glencolmcille Folk Village 

 

The Folk Village Museum was the initiative of a dynamic Donegal 

priest, Father James McDyer. At the time of Father McDyer’s 

arrival in 1951 the parish of Glencolmcille was suffering from a 

long-standing cycle of unemployment and emigration. Over the 

next three decades Father McDyer worked to help break this 

cycle, lobbying for amenities, organising community projects 

and supporting the development of local industries, like the Folk 

Village. New cottages and exhibits have been added over the 

years, and the Folk Village Museum is still very much a 

community concern. Local people regularly donate time, 

expertise, artefacts, stories and photographs. On a human scale, 

tucked into a rocky hillside, the Folk Village offers visitors a warm Donegal welcome and an intimate experience of 

a past way of life. The Folk Village Museum offers an excellent guided tour for the visitor. In the tour you will 

experience life as it was in the 1700’s, 1800's and 1900’s. The thatched cottage are exact replicas of those belonging 

to that era and are furnished accordingly. Take a look at how our ancestors lived, cooked, the beds they lay on, the 

tools they used, their means of lighting and heat. For those of you who can trace your ancestors to Ireland, this is an 

ideal opportunity to see rural life at first hand.  

 
1.30 pm 
Depart Glencolmcille for Ardara where we will have lunch and visit a local Tweed 
producer. 
 
Ardara 
 

This heritage town is a major centre for the manufacture of hand-

woven tweed with several shops along the main street selling tweeds 

and hand-knitted sweaters. While in the town pay a visit to The Ardara 

Heritage Centre – which houses an exhibition relating the history of 

Donegal Tweed. The pubs of Ardara are welcoming and friendly and the 

visitor can experience a rich mix of traditional music. 

 
4.00 pm 
Return to Lough Eske Castle for some free time.  
 
7.00 pm 
Enjoy dinner and drinks tonight at Lough Eske Castle. 

Overnight at Lough Eske Castle.  
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Day 5 – September 20th (Group 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily Overview 

 Breakfast at leisure 
 Show around of Killarney Avenue 
 Show around of Killarney Park 
 Dingle Peninsula with local expert guide 
 Overnight Killarney 

 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
09.00 am- Show around of the Killarney Aghadoe Heights for 45 mins 
 
10.00 am- Show around of the Killarney Park Hotel for 45 mins 
 
10.45 am- Begin your excursion to Dingle or the Ring of Kerry! The timing of this day 
is a dependent upon the weather, so we will leave it shrouded in mystery and fill 
you in on the fun details a little closer to the time! However, you will be in the 
company of our Number One local guide, who is sure to enthral you as much as he 
does us! A great day to be had… have your sturdy shoes at the ready and a rain coat 
and camera as well! 
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The Dingle Peninsula 
 
The drive along the narrow roads overlooking the bay must be 

made at a slow pace to take in the wonderful views and the 

historical monuments and sights scattered across this 

spectacular landscape. Bounded on three sides by the sea, it 

combines the ruggedness of rocky outcrops and cliffs with the 

soft shapes of hills and mountains, skirted by coastal lowlands. 

The scenery is what the Dingle experience is all about: the view 

of the Blasket Islands from Slea Head; the harbours, mountains, 

cliffs and strands. Indeed, every part of the peninsula offers 

attractive and often dramatic views. Once cited as 'the most 

beautiful place on earth' by the National Geographic; the 

beautiful Dingle Peninsula was voted among the top 100 destinations in the world by Trip Advisor.  

 
 
Dingle Town 

 

Framed by its fishing port, the peninsula's charming little 'capital' 

manages to be quaint without even trying. Even by Irish 

standards, Dingle has an unusually high concentration of pubs, 

with a total of over fifty watering holes in the town. That’s one 

pub for every forty Dingle residents. Certain venues, such as John 

Benny Moriarty’s (known locally simply as John Benny’s) often 

feature traditional Irish music. Many pubs double as shops, so 

you can enjoy Guinness and a singalong among screws and nails, 

wellies and horseshoes. It has long drawn runaways from across 

the world, making it a cosmopolitan, creative place. In summer 

its hilly streets can be clogged with visitors; in other seasons its 

authentic charms are yours for the savouring. Although Dingle is one of Ireland's largest Gaeltacht towns, the locals 

have voted to retain the name Dingle rather than go by the officially sanctioned – and signposted – Gaelige name of 

‘An Daingean’. As a further quirk, the town hosts a wild bottle-nosed dolphin named Fungie who entertains all with 

his antics in Dingle Bay. The town has even erected a bronze statue of the dolphin, and he is so reliable in appearing 

to tourists that boaters offer clients their money back if he doesn’t show. Aside from the pubs and Fungie, there is 

a cookery school, a brewery, a distillery, an oceanarium, as well as lots more to entertain you during your visit! 
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The South Pole Inn 

 

Behind two of history’s greatest polar explorers is a Kerryman. 

His name might be dwarfed by Scott and Shackleton, but at the 

South Pole Inn in Annascaul and to the people of Ireland, Tom 

Crean is a hero. Tom Crean was a member of three of the four 

major British expeditions to Antarctica during the Heroic Age of 

Antarctic Exploration, including Robert Falcon Scott's 1911–

13 Terra Nova Expedition. During this expedition Crean's 35 

statute miles (56 km) solo walk across the Ross Ice Shelf to save 

the life of Edward Evans led to him receiving the Albert Medal. 

 
 
6.00 pm 
Estimated return time to Killarney 
 
8.00 pm 
Dinner in Aghadoe Heights Hotel 
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Day 5 – September 20th Ashford Castle (Group 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily Overview 

 Breakfast at leisure 
 Show around of Killarney Avenue 
 Show around of Killarney Park 
 Dingle Peninsula with local expert guide 
 Overnight Killarney 

 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
09.00 am 
Depart Killarney for Connemara 
 
 
10.00 – 10.45 am 
Sheep Dog Farm Visit 
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Atlantic Sheepdogs  

Atlantic Sheepdogs offers you the opportunity to see 

some of the worlds smartest sheepdogs, working in their 

natural environment. Martin Feeney, who together with 

his dogs, has represented Ireland on an International 

stage on numerous occasions over the past twenty years, 

demonstrates how sheepdogs are used to move sheep 

around mountains and fields, on a typical Irish Farm. You 

will also learn how the dogs are trained, about the many 

different breeds of sheep reared on the Atlantic 

Sheepdogs Farm and all about life on the farm. 

Martin loves nothing more than to be working with his 

trusty companions, and is delighted to be able to share his 

enthusiasm with others.  

 
11.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Beach Food Trail 
 
Sligo Beach Food Trail 
 
Enjoy the low tides with our local forager and foodie, Prannie!  
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1.30 – 2.00 pm 

Lissadell House visit and lunch 

 
Lissadell House and Gardens  

Lissadell House and Gardens is situated on the shores of Sligo 

Bay, 7 km north of Sligo on the Bundoran/Donegal Road, and is 

very clearly signposted from both Sligo, and Bundoran. The 

historic and literary associations of Lissadell and the natural 

beauty of its setting with sea, woodland and mountains makes 

Lissadell one of the North West’s premier tourism attractions.  

Lissadell was the birthplace of Constance Markievicz, one of the 

leaders of the 1916 Rising, and was also a favourite retreat for 

the poet William Butler Yeats. Over a hundred years ago the 

Lissadell led Europe in horticultural excellence, with world 

famous gardens operating commercially, with over 200 people 

employed at Lissadell in 1906. Since 2003, Lissadell House and 

Gardens have undergone large scale restoration, and visitors are offered a large variety of attractions. The House 

has a stunning art collection, and newly opened servants’ quarters, with the Victorian Kitchen Garden, and Alpine 

Seashore Rockery Garden. 

 

4.00 pm 

Arrive at Ashford Castle and check in to the Lodge at Ashford with some free time to relax or 

stroll the estate 

 

Ashford Caste 
5 Star 
Ashford Castle is one of the finest and best-known 

castle properties in Ireland.  Silver service and old-

world charm combine here with local staff full of 

warmth and knowledge.  The grounds are 

extensive with walking trails, golf course, falconry 

and lake views. The Castle is a regular host to 

royalty, dignitaries and celebrities, has 350 acres of 

ancient woodland and boasts Fine Irish cuisine and 

fish fresh from the lough. Another dining option on 

the estate includes the quaint Cullen’s Cottage. 

This offers top-notch 5 Star food in a casual setting 

just cross the draw bridge from the main hotel.  

There is easy access to the nearest village of Cong, 

known to many as the backdrop to the ‘Quiet Man’ 

film.  The hotel also is in a great location for day trips in scenic Connemara, north to golf in Mayo or southwards to 

the town of Galway. 
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The Lodge at Ashford 
 
Sitting within the magnificent 350-acre estate of Ashford 

Castle, this property overlooks the magical Lough Corrib. 

Ashford lodge offers country house charm, fine dining in 

Wilde’s Restaurant and an unrivalled range of estate 

activities. Warm Irish hospitality awaits at The Lodge at 

Ashford Castle, part of the Red Carnation Hotel 

Collection.  With its picturesque lakeside setting, elegant 

interiors, imaginative cuisine and attentive personal service, 

The Lodge is a chic and elegant sanctuary just outside the 

charming village of Cong, in the heart of Mayo. Situated in 

the spectacular 350-acre Ashford Estate, discover a wealth 

of activities on the doorstep. 

 

 

6.00 pm 
Drinks and private presentation in the Cinema at Ashford Castle 
 
6.30 pm 
Dinner in George V Dining Room at Ashford Castle 
 
George V Dining Room 
 
Ashford Castle has been hosting distinguished guests for almost 

800 years – one of the most prominent being the Prince of 

Wales, who subsequently became George V of England. In 

honour of his visit in 1906, the Guinness family built a special 

dining room which still bears his name proudly to this day. The 

graceful setting, with rich, panelled walls and twinkling 

Waterford Crystal chandeliers bestows a grand sense of 

occasion. Our resident pianist plays softly in the background 

while you relax and enjoy exceptional dishes from the kitchen of 

acclaimed Chef Philippe Farineau, recently awarded two 

rosettes by the AA Hospitality Awards, combined with much 

loved recipes of Beatrice Tollman and complemented by a fine selection of wines from Chief Sommelier, Robert 

Bowe.  

 

Overnight in the Lodge at Ashford  
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Day 6 – September 21st (Group 1) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
08.00 am - Depart Killarney for Adare 
 
Adare “Ireland’s Prettiest Village“ 

 

Snuggled in a wooded setting among the rich quiet farmlands of 

the Golden Vale by the River Maigue, Adare village is an 

architectural wealth of scenic beauty. The main street is 

punctuated with beautiful stone buildings, medieval 

monasteries, ruins and a picturesque village park. The streets are 

lined with the original thatched cottages which were built in the 

1820’s by Lord Dunraven. Some of these cottages have changed 

use and are now restaurants, fashion boutiques and arts and 

crafts shops. The River Maigue flows under a graceful stone 

bridge and medieval monasteries quietly count the passing 

centuries. The first port of call for visitors to the “village of the 

welcomes” is Adare Heritage Centre, which hosts an interactive historical exhibition, tracing Adare’s unique history. 

The Centre also operates tours of Adare Village and the Desmond Castle, one of the few remaining authentic Norman 

Castles in Europe. The Dovecote Restaurant at the Centre offers breakfast, lunch and tasty homemade snacks.  

 
09.45 am - Arrive Adare Manor 
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Adare Manor 

5 Star 

 

As rich in beauty as it is in history, Adare Manor is an architectural masterpiece with fine stonework and 

ornamentation, surrounded by gardens, majestic trees and world-renowned golf facilities. The legendary 18th-

century Manor is perched along the River Maigue and has been transformed from a private home into one of the 

world's premier luxury resorts. Here you will gain an insight into great Irish hospitality, dining and local life. The 

village of Adare is itself a great example of a manicured town with cozy pubs and restaurants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.45 am - Depart by helicopter  
 
11.20 am -  Land at Dromoland Castle 
 
Dromoland Castle 
5 Star 
 
With an extraordinary history stretching back to the 5th Century, Dromoland Castle was originally the ancestral 

home of one of the few families of Gaelic Royalty; direct descendants of the High King of Ireland. Approached by a 

meandering drive that passes acres of magnificent lawns, this luxury 5 Star Castle Hotel overlooks its own golf course 

and a glistening lake, a shimmering gem in the panoramic beauty of the surrounds. Seamlessly blending Old-World 

elegance with contemporary luxuries, Dromoland's tradition of delivering impeccable, unobtrusive service is never 

compromised.  Dromoland Castle Hotel is the ideal base from which to explore the vibrant cities of Limerick and 

Galway; the magical Shannon region and Ireland's rugged West Coast. 
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12.05 pm   
Depart by helicopter and land at Bird Hill to re-join the other group – a secret 
experience awaits you here… we’ll say no more! 
 
Secret Ireland  

 

Unique, exclusive, special experiences crafted just for you! Style, luxury, relaxation and authenticity. Today you’ll 

just have a little taste of the numerous possibilities! 

 

1.30 pm  
Arrive to Mount Juliet 
 
Mount Juliet Hotel  
5 Star 
 
Steeped in heritage, Mount Juliet is Ireland's leading country estate and is one of the most luxurious hotels in County 

Kilkenny.  Located just 20 minutes’ drive from Kilkenny City, Mount Juliet Hotel provides a five-star experience with 

31 luxury hotel bedrooms including two presidential suites in the Manor House. Each hotel room is individually 

designed and named, drawing inspiration from the history of the estate and the indeed the history of Kilkenny. Aside 

from the main house, Mount Juliet are currently undergoing a major renovation in the Hunters Yard area, created 

from the estate’s hunting stables which still retain the architectural appeal of the original courtyard and are all close 

to the leisure centre, spa, The Presidents Bar and only minutes’ walk from Mount Juliet House. Enjoy everything the 

estate has to offer including golf on the Jack Nicklaus-designed course, a dining experience in the Michelin Star Lady 

Helen Restaurant, treatments in the luxury spa, river and lake fishing, woodland walks, bike rides through the estate 

and much more.  
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Day 6 – September 21st (Group 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08.00 am 
Depart Ashford for Dromoland 
 
08.55 am 
Land at Dromoland Castle 
 
Dromoland Castle 
5 Star 
 
With an extraordinary history stretching back to the 5th Century, Dromoland Castle was originally the ancestral 
home of one of the few families of Gaelic Royalty; direct descendants of the High King of Ireland.  
Approached by a meandering drive that passes acres of magnificent lawns, this luxury 5 Star Castle Hotel overlooks 
its own golf course and a glistening lake, a shimmering gem in the panoramic beauty of the surrounds. 
Seamlessly blending Old-World elegance with contemporary luxuries, Dromoland's tradition of delivering 
impeccable, unobtrusive service is never compromised.   
Dromoland Castle Hotel is the ideal base from which to explore the vibrant cities of Limerick and Galway; the magical 
Shannon region and Ireland's rugged West Coast. 
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09.35 am 
Depart by helicopter for Adare Manor 
 
10.15 am 
Land at Adare Manor 
 
Adare Manor 

5 Star 

 

As rich in beauty as it is in history, Adare Manor is an architectural masterpiece with fine stonework and 

ornamentation, surrounded by gardens, majestic trees and world-renowned golf facilities. The legendary 18th-

century Manor is perched along the River Maigue and has been transformed from a private home into one of the 

world's premier luxury resorts. Here you will gain an insight into great Irish hospitality, dining and local life. The 

village of Adare is itself a great example of a manicured town with cozy pubs and restaurants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.20 am 
Depart by coach  
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12.05 pm 
Arrive at Bird Hill and re-join the other group – a secret experience awaits you here… 
we’ll say no more! 
 
Secret Ireland  

Unique, exclusive, special experiences crafted just for you! Style, luxury, relaxation and authenticity. Today you’ll 

just have a little taste of the numerous possibilities! 

 
1.30 pm 
Arrive to Mount Juliet 
 
Mount Juliet Hotel  
5 Star 
 
Steeped in heritage, Mount Juliet is Ireland's leading country estate and is one of the most luxurious hotels in County 

Kilkenny.  Located just 20 minutes’ drive from Kilkenny City, Mount Juliet Hotel provides a five-star experience with 

31 luxury hotel bedrooms including two presidential suites in the Manor House. Each hotel room is individually 

designed and named, drawing inspiration from the history of the estate and the indeed the history of Kilkenny. Aside 

from the main house, Mount Juliet are currently undergoing a major renovation in the Hunters Yard area, created 

from the estate’s hunting stables which still retain the architectural appeal of the original courtyard and are all close 

to the leisure centre, spa, The Presidents Bar and only minutes’ walk from Mount Juliet House. Enjoy everything the 

estate has to offer including golf on the Jack Nicklaus-designed course, a dining experience in the Michelin Star Lady 

Helen Restaurant, treatments in the luxury spa, river and lake fishing, woodland walks, bike rides through the estate 

and much more.  
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Day 7 – September 22nd  

09.45 am 

Depart Mount Juliet 

11.15 am 
Arrive at Ballyfin for a show around and light lunch 
 
Ballyfin 
5 Star 
 
Set at the foot of the Slieve Bloom Mountains just over an hour from Dublin, Ballyfin has long been admired 

as the most lavish Regency mansion in Ireland and after eight years of restoration, Ballyfin re-opened in May 2011 

as a 5-star country house hotel like no other. 

It offers the very best of Irish hospitality in the most beautiful surroundings imaginable. 

With only twenty rooms for the 614-acre estate, this 5-star luxury hotel is the perfect place for a break from the 

stresses of the modern world and provides discretion and privacy like few other destinations.  

Ballyfin Demesne, with its magnificent grandeur and unparalleled seclusion and privacy is open to residents only.  

The magnificent interiors are decorated with Irish art and antiques from around the world, in the same spirit of 

refined elegance that the early House reflected in the 1820s. For today's guest, though, formality is blended with an 

informal, relaxed and easy-going approach that is wonderfully warm and welcoming. 

Step outdoors to enjoy 600 acres of private parkland, a 28-acre lake, ancient woods, follies and grottoes. 

There are a wide range of traditional and modern experiences on offer at Ballyfin from coarse fishing on the lake, 

clay pigeon shooting, archery, horse riding and falconry, wine and whiskey tastings. An indoor swimming pool, fully 

equipped gym and treatment rooms are also available. 

Experience the ultimate in five-star services and facilities, Ballyfin is the perfect place and provides luxury, discretion 

and privacy like few other destinations. 
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1.45 pm -  Arrive at Tullamore Distillery  

 
Tullamore D.E.W. Distillery 

 

Deep in the heart of Ireland, on the banks of the Grand Canal, 

stands a 19th Century Bonded Warehouse. Within the walls of 

this great structure, a legend lives. It’s where one man built an 

empire on a determined dream, where a whiskey making 

tradition blossomed and grew, where a founder learnt his trade 

and crafted an Irish whiskey worthy of his name. This is the home 

of Tullamore D.E.W. Daniel E. Williams was a man compelled to 

create. He had a vision of a whiskey apart, made to his standards, 

his way. He created and nurtured Tullamore D.E.W. as it is 

known today, the first triple distilled, triple blended Irish 

whiskey, setting the stage for all that would follow. 

The Old Bonded Warehouse was the last place this whiskey would rest; the final leg on its journey before being 

shipped up the canal for distribution around the world. But where the casks moved on, the history remained. 

It’s this history that flows through the corridors of the Visitor Centre, where fans of the world’s finest whiskey can 

engage with history itself; search for hidden depths, embrace discovery and put their faith in the genuine. From the 

birth of the brand to a personal tasting session, see how Tullamore D.E.W. use malting to trick the barley into 

growing, hear the tales of the distillery’s early workers and find out how the angels always get their share. Take in 

every step of the artisan craft of whiskey making, each stage a story, told through captivating audio-visual media 

and the good old Irish charm of expert guides. 

 
3.15 pm - Depart Tullamore 
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4.30 pm - Arrive at Portmarnock 
 
Portmarnock Hotel & Golf Links 

4 Star 

 Overlooking the sea on Dublin’s north coast, just meters from the Velvet Strand and only a short drive from the city 

centre, the Portmarnock Hotel offers a great location for relaxation and great golf. It has 138 rooms divided between 

the old Jameson house and the new buildings. Open your curtains to a calming view of the sea, garden or golf course. 

Hotel bedrooms as well as much of the links course have been renovated in 2007, and the hotel building, once owned 

by members of the Jameson whiskey family, exudes 19th century elegance alongside modern comforts. All rooms 

have complimentary internet access plus guests can avail of complimentary car parking and use of the hotel's fitness 

room.  

 

 
7.00 pm - Arrive at Malahide Castle 
 
Malahide Castle 

Malahide Castle is one of the highlights to any visit to Dublin. 

Located by the pretty seaside village of Malahide, the castle is 

steeped in history, playing a central role in Medieval Irish history. 

Malahide Castle was both a fortress and a private home for 

nearly 800 years and is an interesting mix of architectural styles. 

The Talbot family lived here from 1185 to 1973 and furnished 

their home with beautiful period furniture and an extensive 

collection of Irish portrait paintings. The history of the Talbot 

family is recorded in the Great Hall, where portraits of 

generations of the family tell their own story of Ireland's stormy 

history. Many additions and alterations have been made to this 

romantic and beautiful structure, but the contours of the surrounding parklands have changed little in 800 years, 

retaining a sense of the past. The Castle has just under gone a multi-million-euro redevelopment and renovation and 

there are a number of tours available including the castle tour itself and a tour of the Secret Walled gardens.  

 

Overnight in Portmarnock Hotel 
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Day 8 – September 23rd  

Transfer to Dublin Airport or Dublin City Centre. 
 

 

 

Join us Social Media and use #craftedireland : 

 

 

@craftedireland 

 

 

@craftedireland 

 

 

www.facebook.com/craftedireland 

 

 

www.linkedin.com/company/crafted-ireland 
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Tag Your Journey! 

Venue Instagram Twitter 

The K Club / Straffan House @thekclubireland @thekclub 
The Shelbourne @theshelbournedublin @theshelbourne 

The Conrad @conrad_dublin @ConradDublin 
The Merrion @merrionhotel @merrionhotel 

The Westbury @westburydublin @westburydublin 

Dunbrody Country House @dunbrodyhouse_ireland @dunbrodyhouse 
Lough Eske Castle @solislougheske @solislougheske 

Harney’s Point @harveyspoint @harveyspoint 
Killarney Park Hotel @killarneypark @killarneypark 

Aghadoe Heights Hotel  @aghadoeheights @aghadoe_heights 
Ashford Castle @ashfordcastle @ashfordcastle 

Dromoland Castle @dromolandcastle @dromolandcastle 

Adare Manor @theadaremanor @theadaremanor 
Mount Juliet @mountjulietestate @mountjuliet 

Ballyfin Demesne @ballyfindemesne @ballyfindemesne 
Portmarnock Hotel & Golf 
Links 

@portmarnockhotel @portmarnocklink 

Belmond Grand Hibernian @belmondgrandhibernian @belmond 

Matt The Threshers @threshersdublin @threshersdublin 

Saint Patrick’s Cathedral @stpatrickscathedraldublin @stpatscath 
Croke Park Stadium @crokepark_official @crokepark 

The Book of Kells @thebookofkellsofficial @bookofkellstcd 
Hook Lighthouse  @hooklighthouse @hooklighthouse 

Leo’s Tavern  @leostavern 
Waterford City Museum of 
Treasures 

 @WFORD_Treasures 
 

Lissadell House & Gardens  @lissadellhouse 

The Cliffs of Moher @cliffsofmoher1 @cliffsofmoher1 

Secret Ireland @secretireland @secretireland 
Malahide Castle @malahide_castle @malahidecastleG 

 

Please use #craftedireland and tag @craftedireland 
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Ireland. Crafted Just For You. 
 
We appreciate that just as you are one-of-a-kind, your travel experiences should be also. From planning to execution, 
we put special care into crafting tailor-made experiences that align with your personal interests and own unique 
style. 
  
We design your trip to include not just the attractions, landscapes and hospitality that Ireland is noted for, but also 
exclusive elements and privileged access to allow you to immerse yourself into our unique culture for truly authentic, 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences.   
 
Ireland is our home and it gives us great pleasure to share it with you. From the iconic landscapes and historic 
institutions that have remained proudly unchanged throughout the centuries, to our indigenous red deer 
represented in our logo, we promote the preservation of culture, traditions and wildlife that make our country so 
grand. 

 

 

Crafted Ireland is a division of Custom Ireland a leading Destination Management Company in Ireland. We've been 

welcoming groups to Ireland and delivering quality group travel programmes and memorable signature moments to 

satisfied customers for more than 21 years. 

Ireland 
Crothúr Murphy, Managing Director 

crothur@customireland.com 
P: +353 (0) 1 675 2248 

North America 
Rebecca Dixon, Director Sales/Marketing 

rebecca@customireland.com 
U.S. Mobile: 469-450-5268 
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